IQQ                            LIFE OF DANIEL WEBSTER                     [On. VIII.

cial life, during this period of Ms retirement from Congress,
there are some interesting sketches "by Mrs. Lee and Mr. Tick-
nor, which will find their appropriate place here, before I com-
mence the description of the intellectual labors with which this
period was filled. Mrs. Lee writes:

"Mr. Webster says in his Autobiography, that after he had finished liis
session in Congress from New Hampshire, he came to Boston and gave
himself with diligence to the business of his profession.

"He was now thirty-five years old, and certainly in the perfection of
all the powers of body and mind. The majestic beauty of his countenance
was nevermore striking than at this period. There is a miniature taken
at this time, which gives a most agreeable impression of his features, but
which those who knew him in the later years of his life would hardly
accept as a perfect likeness. The noble expansive brow and deep-set, mel-
ancholy eyes do justice to those features; but the tender, flexible lips,
although expressing the sweetness of his character at that period of his
life, have not the expression of intense firmness which afterward gave such
character to his countenance.                                  ;

"As I had the privilege of being often a visitor in his family, a recapit-
ulation of the course of his every-day life may be more interesting to you
than any thing else.

"Mr. Webster was always an early riser. There is an eloquent letter
which expresses his true feeling upon the influence of the morning hours.
Like most of the great and good people we read of, the hours of tho
early morning were [to him] the most cheerful of the day. The drowsy
in his own house were awoke by his joyous voice singing some cheerful
carol, such as,

' The east is bright with, morning light,
Uprose the king of men with, speed,' etc.

"At breakfast, before the cares of business began, he was cheerful but
thoughtful, courteous and genial toward every one; listening to the prat-
tle of the children, and kindly attentive to all their little requests. When
he returned, at two or three o'clock, weary from .the courts, or from his
office, the promptly ready service of Hannah, a woman who had been in
Ms family many years, was always welcome. She knew the sound of tho
door when opened by Mr. Webster, and it was scarcely closed before she
was at his side. He was dependent upon services prompted by affection,
and loved those spontaneous offerings which, came from the heart.

"After dinner, Mr. Webster would throw himself upon the sofa, and
then was seen the truly electrical attraction of his character. Every person
in the room was drawn immediately into his sphere. The children squeez-
ing themselves into an possible places and postures upon the sofa, in order
to be close to Mm; Mrs. Webster sitting by his side, and the friend in
the house or social visitor, only too happy to join in the circle. All this